CONCLUSION

In this jet age nothing is as important as fast and accurate com-
munications. Language is a barrier to any form of information ex-
change. This manual teaches a common language in the form of pre-
scribed methods and signals which, if universally adopted, would mean
a substantial increase in Public Safety departmental efficiency and
interdepartmental cooperation.

The success of this manual rests upon voluntary compliance. Volun-
tary effort is based upon desire and there is no doubt in the minds of
the writers of this manual but that every Public Safety agency de-
sires improved communications ability both internal and external. It
is hoped that this manual will be the causal means of the desire for
the required effort.

One more thing needs to be said. An end requires a means and in
the world of Public Safety radio the end of two-way radio requires the
means of the radio frequency spectrum.- As pointed out in Section 5,
the spectrum is public domain, like the air we breathe. It cannot be
bought and sold in the market place like the hardware and right-of-
ways of land line circuits. As a radio frequency user, each Public Safety
Department should, and must be, initially and continuously concerned
with the welfare of the spectrum.

The frequency spectrum is finite. There are just so many frequen-
cies available and the competition for them is fierce. Nearly every
frequency now being used in the Public Safety Radio Services, yours
included, has been viewed and passed upon for technical adequacy and
practical application by public safety communications employees who
serve as National Frequency Coordinators. These people donate their
services in order that your radio system may operate at its best effi-
ciency and be as well protected from interference as the present fre-
quency congestion permits.

These people, and the organizations to whom they belong, deserve
your support. You should be familiar with, and participate in, those
voluntary national communications organizations that work for your
benefit. You need to be advised, for some day if you should need a
frequency, and none is to be had, ignorance of the cause of that lack
will be no excuse. The Federal Communications Commission works to
protect your communications interests as well as the interest of others
and their offices are open every working day. You, or your representa-
tive, should know the way to the doors.

The Office of Law Enforcement Assistance is anxious to help in
law enforcement communications matters of exhibited value. APCO is
anxious to assist you in any Public Safety communications matter.

That is our purpose.
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